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PROGRAM OF LATVIAN PERFORMANCES
In collaboration with Latvian theatres and independent companies the New Theatre Institute of Latvia (NTIL) introduces the Program of Latvian performances at the Festival HOMO NOVUS 2007.
The last few seasons in Latvian theatre were marked by the strong appearance of the younger generation of theatre directors. Besides the internationally well-known Alvis Hermanis, we would mention Elina Cerpa, Dz. Dz. Dzilindzers, Martins Eihe, Andrejs Jarovojs, Viesturs Kairiss, Gatis Smits, Ilze Rudzite and Regnars Vaivars. Programme inculdes three premieres (performances by Dzilindzers, Kairiss and Vaivars), few examples of classical introduced in theatre by our senior masters – Mikhail Gruzdov and Mara Kimele, as well as diverse landscape of younger generation of theatre directors. NTIL has produced an intriguing collaboration between Latvian and Estonian artists exploring the notion of Freedom (Martins Eihe, Aigars Apinis and Kaja Kann). And there is also a possibility to see one of the latest productions of Alvis Hermanis – Latvian Love at the famous New Riga Theatre.
Program

“LATVIAN LOVE” / director – Alvis Hermanis 

New Riga Theatre / 19, 20, 21 and 22.09. at 19:00
	Alvis Hermanis (1965) and his actors (the team of Long Life) continue to draw the picture of ordinary Latvian people, this time focusing on their first dates. The performance is based on real stories collected by actors, as well as actors’ fantasies about men and women who find each other using dating services. Different intimate stories played by brilliant NRT actors show the gallery of people of different ages longing for communication and warmth.
	


Alvis Hermanis and NRT actors “LATVIAN STORIES” / director – Alvis Hermanis 

New Riga Theatre / Stories No. 7,8,9,20 – 19, 20 and 21.09. Stories No. 1,2,3 – 23.09. at 19:00
	The collection of six performances (altogether 20 stories) is based on the original idea by Alvis Hermanis who claims that “the life of any man alive is much more high-powered drama than all Shakespeare plays put together”. Each actor of NRT has made a story based on interviews with a person they did not know before. The performance is the series of Latvian people portraits. 
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Ivan Turgenyev “A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY” / director – Mara Kimele

New Riga Theatre / 25.09 at 19:00 

	The classical Russian play by Ivan Turgenyev is performed in the beautifully designed light room (set designer Andris Freibergs) where feelings and passions of 13 different people are drawn by excellent actors. The performance was awarded the best performance of the season 2004/05. Mara Kimele (1943) is one of the most respected masters of Latvian theatre directing. She has studied in Moscow at Anatoly Efros class. 
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Jorge Luis Borges “THE TENDERNESS” / director – Elina Cerpa

New Riga Theatre / 19,20,21,22 and 23.09. at 19:00
	La Intrusa is one of the most extraordinary short stories of Borges, featuring a seemingly classical love triangle – two brothers and a woman entering their family. In her second performance Elina Cerpa (1977) creates a very special setting and atmosphere by the use of clay on the stage that becomes almost another character in the play. Passions of love and desire are surrounded by an aura of brutal poetics. 
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Adam Rapp “FINER NOBLE GASES” / director – Ilze Rudzite

New Riga Theatre / 26, 27, 28 and 29.09. at 19:00
	The performance is about artists who search for a way to avoid serving the stupid stereotypes and mass psychosis. The young generation of NRT actors and the young and crazy set designer Kristians Brekte create the atmosphere of modern hopelessness, in the trash stage set of Kristian Brekte, who himself is a leading figure in the young and crazy crowd of Latvian artists. Ilze Rudzite (1970) has studied theatre directing in Moscow at Kama Ginkas class.
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Matiss & Reinis Kaudzites “MERNIEKU LAIKI” (The Times of Surveyors) / director Viesturs Kairiss
Latvian National Theatre / 19, 20, 25 and 26.09. at 19:00
	Mernieku laiki is one of the basic classical novels of Latvian literature reflecting on the construction of the national identity in 19th century. Kairiss (1971) attempts to explore the Latvian character interweaving socially active attitude and mythological layers, tragic and comic dimensions. He sees the anthropological value in the material and uses the choir singing as one of the most characteristic representations of Latvian national culture. Kairiss is theatre and film director. Among his latest works are opera Walküre of Wagner at Latvian National Opera and feature film Dark Deer based on Inga Abele’s play. 
	




Margarita Pervenecka & Natalia Vorozbit “DRACCULA. DEMONS” / director – Regnars Vaivars
Latvian National Theatre / 20, 23, 25 and 27.09. at 18:30

	Regnars Vaivars (1973) has put together two contemporary plays – Draccula by young Latvian author Margarita Pervenecka and Demons by Russian playwright Natalia Vorozbit. The first part examines the demons within a human being on a mythological level, while in the second act a small village in the borderland region Latgale becomes the playground of hidden demons of our consciousness. The significant role in the show plays world music performed by actors themselves.
	




David Harrover “KNIVES IN HENS” / director – Gatis Smits

Daile Theatre / 20.09. at 13:00
	After a longer period of silence spent in film studies in New York, Gatis Smits (1973) has proved again his unique ability to create a very special theatre, which balances between the reality and a dreamlike vision. The minimalistic approach in the set design and acting creates a cinematic illusion. Gatis’s His film background is very much in evidence in the performance: "(..) you can see it in the minimalisation of the text, in the use of vivid images, in the way they are lit, and in the editing of scenes which are often played unhurriedly, as if in film close-ups. The actors too act with incredible precision and concentration (..)" (Małgorzata Semil, Dialog).
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Martin McDonagh “THE BEAUTY QUEEN OF LEENANE”
Daile Theatre / 20.09. at 19:00
	The artistic director of Daile Theatre Mikhail Gruzdov (1953) has staged the play of McDonagh who is becoming very popular in Latvia. Critics and spectators unanimously highlight the brilliant performance of actors in the show. The story about love and hatred between old mother and her daughter in Gruzdov’s interpretation has more human character than in the play, which is filled with black humour and absurd alienation. 
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Henry Miller “JUST WILD ABOUT HARRY” / director – Dz. Dz. Dzilindzers

Daile Theatre / 22. and 23.09. at 19:00
	Dz. Dz. Dzilindzers (1966) has made a special place for himself in the Latvian contemporary theatre. His interest lies in the issues of sexuality and marginality. His Caligula by Camus was awarded the best performance of the season 2005/06, but the hit of the last season was his interpretation of Nabokov’s Lolita, which is also nominated for the best performance. Henry Miller is the main figure in literature for Dzilindzers, and this eccentric performance will be dedicated to the writer.
	




Ivana Sajko “WOMAN BOMB” / director – Andrejs Jarovojs
United Intimacy / 21 and 22.09. at 19:00
	Andrejs Jarovojs (1981) is one of the few Latvian theatre directors reflecting on the current socio-political issues, like globalization, the constantly growing terrorism and the national identity in his performances. He is searching for contemporary language in his theatre using different media and elements of physical theatre. Ivana Sajko’s play “Woman - Bomb”, written in 2003, originally is a 12 minute and 36 second monologue of a female suicide bomber before detonating the explosive. 
	





“FREEDOM” – independent project by Martins Eihe, Aigars Apinis and Kaja Kann
Production of the New theatre Institute of Latvia

28.09. at 18:00
	Freedom is a collective performance by three authors of the young generation – Latvian director Martins Eihe and actor Aigars Apinis, and Estonian choreographer Kaja Kann. First the performers drew inspiration from the works of the iconic bad guy of American poetry Charles Bukowski (especially his poems Sleeping Woman, Freedom and The Swan). Then gradually the reality of their own relationship took over. Freedom is neither dance, nor dramatic theatre performance. It has bits of everything – game and reality, participants and spectators, men and woman, Latvians and Estonians.


	




Information about opera productions:
“ALCHINA” http://www.opera.lv/opera.php?lang=2 
“LA TRAVIATA” http://www.music.lv/opera/latraviata/en.htm
Contact: Agnese Bite

New Theatre Institute of Latvia / Merkela 13-700, LV-1050, Riga, Latvia

Tel.: +371 7212621
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